
From: David A. Sanchez, President  
Sent: Fri 10/24/2008 2:50 PM 
To: CTA Chapter Presidents 
Subject: Election News 
 
 
Dear Chapter Presidents: 
 
We're less than two weeks away from one of the most important elections of our time. 
Your vote will make the difference in the lives of our students and their families. Earlier 
this year, the 800 democratically elected members of CTA's State Council of Education 
made recommendations for this election. At the same time, State Council voted to 
allocate up to $5 million to fund these recommendations as well as our efforts in the state 
budget crisis. Those recommendations are: 
 
     ·     Barack Obama for U.S. President 
<https://www.cta.org/mycta/action/politics/campaigns/CTA+Announces+Support+for+B
arack+Obama+and+Recommendations+on+State+Ballot+Initiatives.htm> 
 
     ·     Congressional, State Assembly and Senate Recommendations 
<https://www.cta.org/mycta/action/politics/campaigns/Nov08Candidates.htm> 
 
     ·     YES on Proposition 3 - Children's Hospital Bond Act of 2008 
<http://cta.org/issues/current/campaign/Campaign+2008.htm>   
 
     ·     NO on Proposition 4 - Protect Teen Safety 
<http://cta.org/issues/current/campaign/Campaign+2008.htm>    
 
     ·     NO Proposition 6 - Fund Schools not Prisons 
<http://cta.org/issues/current/campaign/Campaign+2008.htm>   
 
     ·     NO Proposition 8 - Support Equality for All 
<http://cta.org/issues/current/campaign/Campaign+2008.htm>  
  
     ·     NO Proposition 9 - Costly, Unnecessary and Misleading 
<http://cta.org/issues/current/campaign/Campaign+2008.htm>   
 
You may have heard from the public and some members concerned about CTA's position 
on Prop. 8. The Yes on 8 Campaign is using lies and scare tactics to deliberately mislead 
voters. Prop. 8 will not change any state education law. It has no impact on public 
schools at all. A California Superior Court Judge has ruled these claims by Prop. 8 
proponents as "false and misleading." 
 
The California Teachers Empowerment Network, which is supported by National Right 
to Work, has jumped on these distortions in an effort to undermine the strength and unity 
of CTA. You or some of your members may have received an email from CTEN 



encouraging people to resign from CTA. This is the same group that organized in support 
of the anti-teacher and anti-union initiatives that were soundly defeated in 2005. 
 
CTA has a long and proud history of standing up for the civil rights of all people. It is 
part of our mission: The California Teachers Association exists to protect and promote 
the well-being of its members; to improve the conditions of teaching and learning; to 
advance the cause of free, universal, and quality public education; to ensure that the 
human dignity and civil rights of all children and youth are protected; and to secure a 
more just, equitable, and democratic society. 
 
California's constitution should guarantee the same freedoms and rights to everyone. 
Prop. 8 singles out some people to be treated differently. CTA's recommendation to vote 
No on Prop. 8 is the latest in a long line of positions that promote equality for all. 
 
Below are two links to information that can help you when answering questions about 
CTA's recommendation process and No on 8. 
 
     ·     CTA's recommendation process (Prop. 8 example) 
<http://www.cta.org/issues/current/campaign/No_on_Prop_8.htm> 
   
     ·     Fact vs. Fiction : the false accusations by the Yes on Prop 8 Campaign 
<http://www.cta.org/NR/rdonlyres/8FD6CFF8-174D-40F4-8541-1673655D8C4B/0/No_on_8.pdf>  
 
You can find more about all CTA recommendations www.cta.org. 
 
David A. Sanchez 
CTA President 


